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Southeast Conference Churches to March Together in 
Atlanta Pride 


For the second year running, area UCC churches will march together in the Atlanta Pride parade. 
Churches from around the SEC are invited to march together on the parade route joining others 


in a show of our wide welcome, solidarity, and unity on Sunday, October 13th. 


Join us at the formation of the parade starting at the West Peachtree and Civic Center MARTA 
station before 12:30pm. The parade will begin at 1pm, proceeding down Peachtree Street from 
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Ralph McGill to 14th, then from 14th to Piedmont Park for a total distance of two miles. 


Churches are encouraged to wear UCC or UCC congregation t-shirts, and carry signs showing 
our radical hospitality and inclusion. We'll need help carrying the long banner as well. 


You can see our welcome to pride and share this with others by clicking here. 
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The Atlanta Music Festival has significant historical roots in its namesake city as part of an effort 
by First Congregational Church a century ago to unite all Atlantans through music with what was 
then known as the “Atlanta Colored Music Festival.” The festival took shape in 1910, when 
African American minister Henry Hugh Proctor put forward a then-daring idea: racial harmony 
through appreciation of music. 


More than a century later, the mission of the Atlanta Music Festival still fulfills Proctor’s vision 
—affirming contributions of African Americans to arts and culture and deepening understanding 
of what it means to be American. First Congregational Church UCC is sponsoring this event and 
invite others from the UCC to attend. 


All events prior to the concert are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. Tickets to the concert can 
be purchased through the Emory Box Office. 
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African American 
Concert Music and 
American Culture 


Internationally Acclaimed Opera Star 


featuring: 


Vega String Quartet 

Atlanta Tenor Timothy B. Miller 
Morehouse College Glee Club 
First Congregational Chancel Choir 
Meridian Chorale 


Dwight Andrews, Artistic Direct e-Steven Darsey, Music Director 


Church 


§) EMORY [IEEI30 Bis 


Wednesday, September 18 


12:00 - 1:30 PM 


African American Poetry and Music 
Writer-Musician; Words-Music 

Kevin Young, Dwight Andrews, presenters 
Rosemary Magee, Jane Thorpe, hosts 

Jones Room, Woodruff Library, Emory University 


7:30 PM 
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Opening Festival Address and Reception 

“l’ve Got Some People in Me”: African American Music and Culture 
Dwight Andrews 

Carlos Museum, Reception Hall, Emory University 

Free and Open to the Public 


Thursday, September 19 


10:15 - 12:40 PM 


Assemblies for Atlanta Area Upper School Students 
Laquita Mitchell, artist-teacher 

Woodward Academy 

Not Open to the Public 


2:30 — 3:45 PM 


Vocal Workshop for Area College Singers 
Laquita Mitchell, artist-teacher 

Bradley Howard, host 

Glenn Memorial Church 

Free and Open to the Public 


5:00 — 6:00 PM 


Atlanta Music Festival Conservatory Summer Camp Presentation 

Ath — 6th grade Atlanta Public School children 

Leaders: Dwight Andrews, Laquita Mitchell, Vialla Hartfield-Méndez, Barbara Coble, and Bevin 
Carpenter Sr 

Cannon Chapel, Emory University 

Free and Open to the Public 


Saturday, September 21 


12:00 — 1:30 PM 


African American Composer’s Forum — Panel Discussion 
T. J. Anderson - Dwight Andrews 
Presentation Room, Oxford Road Building, Emory University 
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Free and Open to the Public 
7:00 PM 
Festival Concert: 


Laquita Mitchell, soprano; Timothy Miller, tenor; the Vega String Quartet; 

First Church Chancel Choir, the Meridian Chorale, and the Morehouse College Glee Club. 
Dwight Andrews, Artistic Director and Steven Darsey, Music Director 

Emerson Hall, Schwartz Center for the Performing Arts, Emory University 


Tickets $25; $5 students — Reserved seating 
Arts at Emory Box Office, 404.727.5050 
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I’ve chosen a new title for what | intend to be regular communications to readers of the 
Southeast Conference Connection: ICM reflections. ICM seems fitting in this new world of UCC 
acronyms. Within the National UCC we have entities known as: WCM, LCM, JWM, CHHSM, IB, 
CAIM, COREM, UCAN, 


PB, UCF, OGHS, and CPR - the latter also being located in Atlanta, near our SEC Office and in 
the parsonage of one of our SECUCC congregations. And many of these different settings of the 
UCC have their respective CEO, CFO, and most importantly that person who doesn’t fit into an 
acronym: the Executive Assistant or Administrative Assistant or other such titles ... the person 
who keeps each respective setting humming and who knows all of the details (and skeletons) 
that are a part of that organization. 
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So | have enjoyed getting to know and work with our Executive Assistant: Gerri Ryans-Hudson! 
And with her help |’m slowly getting to Know all of you and the various pieces of the puzzle which 
make up SECUCC. And! am the ICM - important to stress because it means that | am 

the Interim Conference Minister; I’m here to bridge the gap until SEC decides its next steps into 
an uncertain future, but as your interim | won’t be with you for the long haul. This means for me 
that | have to remain focused on how | can best be helpful to you; or in other words, | need to 
practice triage with my time. 


I’ve been immersed in this interim task for about a month now, and already its clear to me that 
this conference has a rich history and has been challenged over the years by the complexities 
inherent with the diversity of the different strands of heritages that came together to form the 
Southeast Conference. It has also been challenged all along to survive financially. These 
challenges continue, but more significant to me are the opportunities that lie ahead. | sense that 
those who have been closely involved in the life of the conference realize that there are many new 
things emerging here. But you may not realize how just how numerous and significant those 
things are — both for the future of this conference and region but indeed for all of the United 
Church of Christ and for mainline Christianity. 


Among the new things | have discovered so far in SEC are the following: your new PATHWAYS 
theological education program, your new website, your capital campaign to transform churches 
and lives, your Commission on Ministry (COM) working to model its future after the National UCC 
division that works with conferences on matters dealing with ministers and congregations 
(Ministerial Excellence, Support & Authorization ... also Known as MESA), your new Church 
Starts, and your newly affiliating congregations from other backgrounds. There is an exciting 
spirit in the air here — God is not only still soeaking among you but leading you to new ways of 
being the Church in this new century. 


So far I’ve been able to experience several points of New Church with attendance at worship of 
our Praxis UCC in Atlanta and UCC Pensacola. | have also worshiped with two of the historical 
congregations in the Atlanta area: Central Congregational UCC and First Congregational UCC. 
Praxis and Pensacola are experimenting with new forms with substance, and both were 
wonderful experiences for me. And Central and First are living out deep traditions with new 
dimensions — again wonderful worship experiences. 


| chose to attend First Congregational in particular last Sunday because | wanted to be in touch 
with the rich history of civil rights in that congregation and in this region — particularly with the 
history of Dr. Martin Luther King and the many who were a part of the movement he led, including 
leaders and members of many of our SEC congregations. Rev. Dwight Andrew’s sermon was 
titled: When Rules Get in the Way — a message intimately linked to these words written by Dr. 
King while he was in prison: ”! submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells 
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him is unjust, and willingly accepts the penalty by staying in jail to arouse the conscience of the 
community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for the law.” 


| will continue to ponder these words as | work among you for they are related to the basic 
challenge the Church faces today: how do we honor the traditions we have inherited while at the 
same time allowing God to work among us to bring in that which is new and exciting and 
life-giving? May God be with us as face this challenge together! 


- Peace & Blessings, Randy 


P.S. If you wonder about all of the acronyms | used in the beginning of this message, | invite you 

to explore for yourself in the National UCC website: ucc.org and in our SEC website:secucc.org. 

In doing so you will experience something like | have been experiencing in this first month among 
you — it’s like putting a puzzle together! 
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After 18 years of conference ministry in Ohio, Pacific NW, and Montana-North Wyoming, 
Randy retired in 2011. Recently he's was lured back into service by the opportunity to 


help the Southeast Conference “bridge the gap” as it looks for a new Designated 
Conference Minister. 
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Trinity Church in Athens, Alabama Celebrates 142 years of 
serving the community! 


On September 1st Trinity UCC in Athens, Alabama celebrated their 142nd Anniversary. 


Their accomplishments, particularly their racial and educational leadership, were celebrated in the 
Huntsville Times this past week. The article highlights Celestine Higgins Bridgeforth, now 93, 


who was educated at Trinity 7 if | ; | Zz 
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school beginning in Kindergarten in 
the 1920s when the school had black 
and white faculty members. She later 
taught at the school, alongside the 
last of the missionaries from the 
American Missionary Society. She 
learned how to play piano at the 
school through the music classes 
there, a unique offering at the time. 
This skill served her well as she is 
now the church pianist at Trinity. You 
can find the story by clicking here. 


The church and the school were founded by Mary Francis Wells, a white woman who came from 
the North to serve as a nurse for Union soldiers during the Civil War. When the war was over she 
stayed in Athens to help provide education for the newly freed slave children. Other teachers at 
that time were Northern white women sponsored by the American Missionary Society. In the 
beginning, the school had nearly as many adult students as children, because there was so 
much desire to learn in the wake of slavery. The school stood in the face of racist resistance from 
the KKK and survived as an institution after twice being set on fire. 


Celebrating the work of the church 
in the community over the last 142 
years goes beyond the inception of 
the Trinity School. In 1939, Rev. 
Lloyd E. Galloway, a summer pastor 
from Talladega,organized the first 
Boy Scout Troop in Athens. In 
recent years the church has served 
the community through its “Food 
Barrel” program — donating 
non-perishable food items to the 
local food bank — participated in 


yearly school supply drives, and 
adopted a classroom at Tanner High 
School. Deacon Charles Harris founded the Doxa Health Committee which sponsors health fairs 
in the community alongside various health activities in North Alabama such as cancer walks and 
5K runs. 
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The current pastor, Rev. Gary Myers, was the first Trinity pastor to serve as Moderator of the 
Southeast Conference. He currently serves on the UCC National Nominating Committee and has 
served on several boards and committees at the Association, Conference and National 

levels. Rev. Myers has been pushing towards revitalization of the congregation, and the church 
has plans for a new educational development program for area youth as well as for building a 
new fellowship hall.Rev. Myers is known for his Bible study entitled “The Mind of Christ” and will 
be the keynote speaker for the upcoming ALA-TN Association annual meeting on September 
13th. 


Congratulations, Trinity UCC — we celebrate your many accomplishments and rich history with 
you! 


Photo credit and story in Huntsville Times: Kay Campbell 
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